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Editorial Observations. 

In this Number we commence the 
publication of Extracts from the En- 
glish Missionary Report for 1820. 
While our brethren in England are 
exerting themselves to the utmost 
for the salvation of immortal souls, 
the American Methodists are not 
faithless to the cause of their Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Nearly 
900 travelling missionaries declare 
the truth as itis in Jesus, to the 
widely scattered inhabitants of this 
vast Continent. These do all they 
can for their generation; yet how 
many destitute places are there in 
our country from whence the spirit- 
ual necessities of the people send 
forth the voice of supplication, say- 
ing, ** come over and help us” also. 
Now on whom does it depend to re- 
turn a cheering answer to these ur- 
gent solicitations or the word of life? 
Doubtless on the members of our 
societies. Therefore, they are sol- 
emnly bound, as they value the 
truth, and the designs of providen- 
tial calls, or regard human necessi- 
ties,—they are bound to form mis- 
sionary societies in every place 
where there is a Methodist society. 
Let it be recollected, that Methodist 
Preachers cannot feed on the sand, 
nor quench their thirst with the dew 
of the wilderness. A Methodist 
Preacher worthy of the name, asks 
for nothing more than food and rai- 
ment. He expects his reward when 


Christ shall say, ‘* Well done good 
and faithful servant, enter into the 
joys of thy Lord.” A Methodist who 
refuses to assist (if it be in his pow- 
er) to extend the knowledge of gos- 
pel salvation, is not worthy of tie 
name, however it may be contemned. 
While the English Methodists are 
faithful to their high trusts, shall ii be 
said, the American Methodists are 
unfaithful! Surely this wil not be 
recorded against us in the courts of 
heaven! In our principal cities, 
Methodist Missionary Societies have 
been formed ; nothing remains to be 
done but to form auxiliary societies 
in towns and villages. For foreign 
missions alone, the English Metho- 
dists contribute and expend annual- 
ly about 80,000 dollars. And yet in 
England, almost every thing is load- 
ed with taxes which may be tasted, 
handled, or seen—even the light 
of the rising and setting sun. In ev- 
ery contest in this country between 
avarice and the gospel, we ardently 
pray for the success of the latter ; 
and let every Methodist say, Amen. 
a ST) Sic 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 


Thoughts on Persecution. 


“© Who come to you in sheeps clothing, bu 
inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

The cautions and warnings which 
relate to the passions of men are ne- 
ver to be explained so as to falsify 
facts, or to lead to detraction. A 
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150 THOUGHTS ON PERSECUTION. 


good man with good principles can 
never be included under the charac- 
ter of a wolf in sheep’s clothing ; but 
a good man with bad principles may 
fall under such an appellation, as 
well as a bad man in the profession 
of goodness. The only difficulty in 
the foregoing assertion is in the as- 
sumption that a good man can have 
bad principles ; but it is not assumed 
that a good man can have bad prin- 
ciples knowingly and by preference 
to better ones. Is it not a defensible 
position that men do not, and indeed, 
cannot always detect the real char- 
acter or consequence of their own 
principles, and of course, may be sin- 
cere in error? Ought not others to be 
as much aware of the errors of those 
who are ignorant of them, as if they 
were known or could be known to 
their possessors? ‘lhe position would 
be readily admitted in every art and 
science. ‘The sincerity ofa politician 
would not be allowed as an argu- 
ment in favor of tyrannical princi- 
ples, for every man of sober judg- 
ment would consider the principles 
of tyranny as ravening wolves, tho’ 
covered with sheep’s clothing, or a 
virtuous character. No opinion ad- 
vanced upon this point is intended 
by necessary consequen: e to involve 
those professors of religion who hold 
what others believe to be persecu- 
ting principles in the condemnation 
of hypocrites. But when any body, 
however eminent for wisdom and 
virtue, do cherish certain principles 
whose inherent or natural tendency 
is-to produce persecution, such a 
consequence will follow the virtue 
or wisdom of their abettors to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Should it 
be assumed for instance, that any 
particular sect of professing chris- 
tians, or their clergy, or their 
church is infallible, and of course 
that all who differ in opinion are in- 
fallibly wrong, will not religious 
persecution follow as a consequence? 
Again, should any denomination 





believe itself to have the exclusive 
right of ordination and the ministra- 
tion of the sacraments, will not that 
denomination imbibe a persecuting 
spirit in maintaining and defending 
such exclusive right! Once more, if 
any church believes that the gospel 
authorizes it to employ the civil 
power to punish heretics, will not 
such a church be led to act more like 
ravening wolves than unoffending 
sheep? What does the ravening wolf? 
‘“‘ He scatters, tears und slays,” but 
he is not to be persuaded or reason- 
ed with; in vain should the sheep 
contend that they have rights. The 
tyranny of principle is deaf to the 
voice of humanity, as well as of rea- 
son. While ever combining circum- 
stances call forth the principles of 
tyranny, it is fallacious to calculate 
that dispositions of mercy will poli- 
tically prevail. 

But is it true, that the monopolists 
of all ecclesiastical power and privi- 
lege are consequently persecutors in 
principle? Are not the facts which 
history furnishes to prove that they 
have been so, rather accidental than 
legitimate : rather (as some speak) 
the fault of the times and of men, this 
distinction between the fault of 
the times and of men isin a great 
measure superceded by the dis- 
tinction betwixt principles and dis- 
positions. Why are men influen- 
ced by the spirit of the times? Is it 
not because they have no principle, 
or none sufhiciently strong to coun- 
tervail that spirit? When we speak 
of persecution, or religious tyranny, 
the idea is notrestricted to murder, or 
manslaughter! conscience, character 
and property, are sacred aslife itself. 

But what rights of private opinion, 
or of conscience, are sacred in the 
eyes of a religious monopolist who 
cannot suspect himself or his party 
of error? He that takes all for him- 
self leaves none for others. ‘Tbat ex- 
cess of charity which transfers ac- 
countability from men to the times, 
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n¢e¢ds correction and _ limitation. 
The enquiry must still be made, what 
are men inwardly? Perhaps they do 
not know themselves ; perhaps they 
judge themselves to be the very chil- 
dren of mercy. Are then all the world 
to be as ignorant or as credulous and 
partial as they? How is the subject 
to be limited? ‘To whom is the cau- 
tion given? Not surely to the pro- 
phets themselves; but to those to 
whom they come, or attempt to come. 
If the prophets are infallible, the cau 

tion is preposterous. Every prophet 
of an infallible church, (if such 
church there be,) must be excluded 
from the precaution, and all who be- 
long to it are suiliciently identified 
without it. The very hypothesis, 
therefore, of infallibility, or of ex- 
clusive divine right, supercedes the 
caution. Where all the right is on 
the one side and all the wrong on 
the other, there can be no middle or 
doubtful ground. Moreover by the 
very nature of the succession to the 
divine right, inward qualities or 
principles are not subjects of cogni- 
zance—the sheep’s clothing, that is, 
the external qualification, or author- 
ity being a suilicient passport to si- 
lence all objection. 

The prophet who can trace his or= 
dination to Rome, or to Geneva, or to 
Canterbury, cannot surely be a ra- 
vening wolf in his inward parts or 
principles—or, if he were, what 
right would the people have to exer 
cisetheir judgment upon him? The 
claim to exercise the divine right of 
dispensing ministerial or prophetic 
qualification, or titles, by a succes- 
sion of hands, is in hostility ta our 
Lord’s caution; it opens the door into 
the sheep-fold to the ravening wolf 
of persecution, and deprives the 
sheep of guarding against, or flying 
from their fell destroyer. ‘‘Beware,” 
might the preacher say, ‘of false 
prophets, but as for myself and my 
brethren, you have nothing to fear 
from us, we arc infallibly right; we 


can neither be deceived nor deceive 
you. The warning in the gospel I 
grant embraces those who under the 
cover of sheep’s clothing conceai per- 
secuting principles, but though thou- 
sands and tens of thousands have 
bled or burned under the censures of 
the church, they were incorig:ble 
heretics ; and if there were ci: cui- 
stances of seeming injustice anu cru- 
elty connected with the extermina- 
tion of those enemies of inialiibility 
and divine right, they are to be at- 
tributed to the times of comparative 
barbarism in which they took place.” 

Is it not plain that every species 
of wickedness might be justified and 
all kind of sinners escape detection 
by the same course of argument? 
The whole history of Ecclesiastical 
persecution goes to prove, that 
churchmen ought to be as much 
guarded against with all their pre- 
tentions to infallibility and divine 
right, as any other order of men, 
and that the disposition which they 
have manifested to abuse power seeims 
to evince that the extraordinary 
claims which they make to exclusive 
dominion, stimulates them to great 
and violent efforts to maintain those 
claims. Cruelty, ambition, pride, and 
the whole train of the malevolent 
passions belong to all ages and coun- 
tries, and have been found every 
where in despite of the most speci- 
ous professions ; they should, there- 
fore, beevery where guarded against. 

We have heard of beasts of prey 
being taken when young and domes- 
ticated, but when they have chanced 
to taste of blood, their natural appe- 
tites have revived, and it has become 
necessary to the safety of the family 
to confine or destroy them. May 
not something of this kind happen in 
regard to the wolfish spirit of perse- 
cution, which in this country in too 
many instances has been rather do- 
mesticated than changed ? Might not 
a taste of blood, as it were, revive it 
in all its fury and violence? The 
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mark of the beast whether in the 
hand or in the forehead, is, perhaps 
always of a bloody color; some tinge 
of * the blood of the saints,” or more 
properly speaking, the principles, 
whether open or covert, which led 
men under the name of religion to 
the commission of bloody deeds. It 
will be well for the advocates of the 
‘divine right” and the ** suecession”’ 
in this country, if they can segre- 
gate their doctrine from its old and 
cruel companions; and bleach it 
white after being so long steeped in 
gore. Happy will it be for them and 
for us all, if we shall be found by 
the trier of the inward parts having 
no resémblance and bearing no rela- 
tion to that meretricious woman, who 
indulged in the most criminal inter- 
course with the kings of the earth, 
and in her bloody revelries became 
the mother of a wanton ofispring. 
——axr GS me. 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
Thoughts on Eternity. 
Eternity ! how wonderfully intri- 
cate and perplexing are the ideas 
which it involves, if once we set our 
minds fairly to grasp its proper con- 
ception. We have lessened its appa- 
yent magnitude by our familiarity 
with its name ; but what man living 
is ever able to think of it with any 
apprehension of its nature as a past 
thing ? Every man’s faculties abso- 
Jutely reject the idea; for our 
minds are sO constituted that we 
cannot conceive of a thing without a 
beginning ; and nothing would re- 
concile man to speak of such an ex- 
istence (a thing really essentially 
incredible to our perceptions) but 
that he is absolutely driven to silence 
by the sure perception that HE IS, 
and therefore must have had @ cause. 
And as the very idea of requiring a 
cause, creates a necessiiy for its cause, 
and so on, ad infinitum, we are lost 
in a sense of our utter inability to 
conceive of our own existence, by a- 
ny rules of our reason ; and thus we 
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draw a sure and most appalling sense 
of our intellectual imbecility and 
nothingness before God. How vastly 
too it magnifies the intellectual ener- 
gies of Him, who is all spirit, a be- 
ing without parts—able to make us 
so very powerful and superior in the 
use of our intellects amidst the sur- 
rounding creatures, and yet so im- 
mensely remote from any possible 
power of conceiving of the Eternity 
of which our natures are partakers, 
and of him who made us so.—The 
uord Eternity does not at all solve 
our embarrassment: we are still ig- 
norant of it. It is only the name for 
What we must confess we cannot ap- 
prehend. It is finite lost in infinite ! 
SCRUTAIOR. 
— «| 
On a Call to Preach. 

Every pious man is under a divine 
influence. H is the duty of every 
man to do al} the good in his power. 
It is a good work to instruct the ig- 
norant—it is my duty therefore, il | 
understand religion, to instruct those 
who know not God and Jesus their 
Redeemer. The obligation to teach, 
in this case, does not arise from the 
state of my feelings, but from my 
qualifications. Suppose my feelings, 
instead of prompting me to the em- 
ployment, were ever so much op- 
posed to it, it is yet my duty to lead 
into the way of life the blinded tra- 
vellers to eternity. How can I refuse 
to assist those for whom Jesus has 
been crucified? Eow can 1 hope to 
be found faithful, if l negiect to warn 
my neighbors when 1 see them with 
one foot in the grave and the other 
on a crumbling surface. Lf 1 believe 
men are daily approaching the black- 
ness of darkness, a sense of duty 
ought to be sufficient to induce me 
to attempt to divert their feet from 
the death that never dies. In all this 
I am not moved by a mere impulse 
which I cannot describe. My sense 


.of duty gives the impulse, and not the 


impulse the sense of duty—other- 
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wise, by making my impulse the 
sense of duty, I renounce the autho 
rity of the written word, and am lost 
in the wilds of infidelity or the gloom 
of fanaticism, or both, which 1s not 
uncommon. Fanaticism and infideli- 
ty being more frequently border 
lands than many are aware. 

What has led to so much nonsense 
about a call to the ministry, has been 
the generally received opinion, that 
men educated for priests, are a dis- 
tinct order of men, specially desig- 
nated by human infallibility to their 
holy employment, and solemnly set 
apart to it by a junta of the sacred 
profession of worldly and pious men, 
with a number of pious pompous 
ceremonies. Now suppose a layman 
to be ever so well qualified to give 
religious instruction,—suppose him 
to be even wiser and better than the 
parish priest—it is taken for grant- 
ed that he cannot preach,—he must 
be denounced as unauthorized and 
unaccredited—an usurper of the sa- 
cred office—one who has no right 
to warn sinners to flee from the eter- 
nal wrath to come. Ah! there is a 
secret worth knowing! This secret 
lies hid under much clerical rubbish. 
Remove this huge pile of rubbish, 
and you shall find, that were the right 
and duty to teach christianity founded 
upon a man’s aBiLity for the work, 
which is the only proper basis, an 
association of priests could no longer 
claim an exclusive privilege to make 
ministers. 

= 
The use of Reason in our Faith. 

‘“*The Holy Scriptures must be 
appealed to in union with Reason, 
their great Commentator. He who 
forms his Creed, or Confession of 
Faith, without them, may believe 
any thing or nothing, as the cunning 
of others, or his own Caprices, may 
dictate.”’ We have gone too far when 
we have said, *‘ such and such doc- 
trines should not be subjected to ra- 
tional iny estigation.’ > The doctrines 


& 


of the Bible are doctrines of eternal 

reason; and they are revealed be- 

cause they are such. The whole, 

therefore, are to be rationally un 

derstood and rationally interpret 

ed.”’—Dr 4. Clarke on Revelation. 
> 2S Die 


4 Strange Story. 


Eusebius, in his ecclesiastical his- 
tory, telleth a strange story of a cer- 
tain learned and subtle philosopher, 
who, being an extreme adversary to 
Christ and his doctrine, could by no 
kind of learning be converted to the 
faith ; but was able to withstand all 
the arguments that could be brought 
against him with little or no labor} 
At length there started up a poor 
simple man of small wit and less 
knowledge, one that was reputed a- 
mong the learned as an ideot; and 
he, in God’s name, would needs take 
in hand to dispute with this proud 
philosopher. ‘The bishops and other 
learned men standing by were mar- 
vellously abashed at the matter, 
thinking that by his doings they 
should be all confounded and put to 
open shame. He, notwithstanding, 
gocth on, and beginning in the 
name of the Lord Jesas, brought the 
philosopher to such point in the end, 
contrary to all men’s expectation, 
that he could not chuse but acknow- 
ledge the power of God in his words, 
and to give place to the truth. Was 
not this a miraculous work, that one 
silly soul should do that which ma- 
ny bishops of great knowledge and 
understanding were never able to 
bring to pass? The secret lies here : 
The bishops depended on human 
learning entirely ; the poor man de- 
pended on God, and spoke from ex- 
perience. 

——~w OD) fe 
From the London Methodist Magazine, 
for March, and April, 1821. 


Death of the Rev. Joseph Benson. 


The Pusrisuers of the Mern: - 
pists Macazine have the mourn 
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134° DEATH OF THE REV. JOSEPH BENSON. 


ful task of announcing t» its numer- 
ous readers the death of its late ven- 
erable Epiror, the Rev. Josrepu 
Benson. For ‘several months his 
stvength had gradually declined ; but 
during the three last weeks of his 
life, the infi-mities of age very rap- 
pidly increased upon him, until his 
constitution, originally more than 
ordinarily strong, but now exhaust- 
ed and’ worn down by his intense ap- 
plication and unremitting labors, 
sunk under their pressure, and he 
was reduced to a state of extreme de- 
bility. He was still solicitous, how- 
ever, to attend to his official occu- 
pations as longas possible. He was on- 
ly four days confined to his bed; and on 
Friday, February 16, at nine o’clock 
in the evening, he entered into the 
rest which remaineth for the people 
of God, aged 73. —Know ye not that 
a@ prince anda great man is fallen 
this day in Israel ? 7 


For a considerable period it had 
been evident to the family and friends 
of Via Benson, that those Christian 
graces, in which he had so long been 
exemplary, were acquiring that pe- 
culiar -mellowness ‘and maturity, 
which are so often seen to stand in im- 
mediate connexion with the departure 
of pious persons, and indicate their 
finished meetness for the inheritance 
of the saints in light. During his 
‘whole affliction his mind was stayed 
on God, and kept in perfect peace. 
His weakness was such that he could 

only seldom and sparingly converse 
‘with his most intimate friends : but 
what he did say afforded satisfacto- 
ry evidence of the truly evangelical 
and spiritual frame of his soul. At 
the close of a life, distinguished by 
piety towards God and benevolence 
towards his fellow-creatures, and of 
a public ministry of more than half 
a century, honored by a success not 
often equalled in moderntimes, he re- 
peatedly and emphatically express- 
ed his exclusive dependence on the 


merits and grace of the Divine Re- 
deemer, and * looked for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eter- 
nal life.’ 


Further particulars relative to the 
life, death, character, and labors of 
this excellent servant of God will be 
given in due time. We shall only 
add, at present, in the language of 
some of the public journals which 
announced his dissolution, ** He was 
pre-eminent in learning, piety, and 
usefulness ; and will long live in the 
grateful and reverential recollections 
of his friends, and of the body to 
which he belonged-” 


His mortal remains were interred 
in the ground adjoining to the City- 
Road Chapel, London, on Thursday, 
Feb. 22. The Trustees of that Cha- 
pel had kindly expressed a wish, that 
they should be deposited in the same 
tomb with those of Mr Wes trys 
as a token of their high respect for 
the character of this distinguished 
preacher and defender of the doc» 
trines so blessedly revived and prop- 
agated in our country by the great 
Founder of Methodism ; but his re- 
latives very naturally preferred his 
own family grave. About twelve o’- 
clock the corpse was brought into 
the chapel, and placed before the 
pulpit, preceded by Mr Vasey, by 
Mr Buntinc and Mr Marspen, 
as President and Secretary of the 
Conference for the time being, and 
by Dr’ Anam Crarke and Dr 
Hamitton; and followed by the re- 
latives ot the deceased, by twenty- 
four travelling preachers, -by about 
twenty gentlemen, personal friends 
of Mr Benson,—and by thirty local 

preachers, twenty stewards, and for- 
ty other members of the society, who 
appeared in mourning-cloaks as rep- 
resentatives of the bodies to which 
they respectively belong in the two 
London circuits, and thus united ty 
testify their esteem and gratitude 
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towards their former pastor and 
faithful minister. Mir Bunrine, as 
the President, was desired to con- 
duct the usual service, both in the 
chapel and at the grave. Dr CLarke 
delivered an address to the immense 
concourse of people asse nbled on the 
occasion, in the course of which he 
gave a nost honorable testimony to 
the deceased, as a sound scholar, a 
powerful and able preacher, and a 
profound theologian ; anda Mars- 
DEN engaged in prayer. It is hoped, 
that the deep and serious interest, u- 
niversally evinced by the congrega- 
tion in the solemnities of the day, 
will be sanctified by the Divine 
blessing, and made permanently con- 
ducive to their spiritual and eternal 
welfare. 


Mr Benson was born in the neighbor- 
hood of Zemple-Sowerby, in the county of 
Westmoreland, on Jan. 25, 1748; and in 
very ear'y life was graciously enlightened 
by the Hoty spirit to see the vanity of the 
world, the evil of sin, and the necessity of 
an entire devotedness to Gop. His own ac- 
count of that interesting period, when in 
early life he chose the Lorop for his por- 
tion, is as follows :— 


“Nov. 30, 1766. Iam now eighteen years 
of age and ten months. But alas! how iittie 
have I lived to God, and how has his gvod- 
ness followed me all my days! From my 
childhood thy mercy has pursued me, and 
thy love has been displayed on my behalf! 
I well remember that from about the age 
of six or seven, the Lord frequently by his 
grace inclined my heart to call upon him in 
private. I was led to think of those words 
of our Lorn, “ Enter into thy closet,” &c, 
which I did when none but God saw me, 
Often, when walking in the fields, have I 
had serious thoughts of heaven and hell, and 
when I saw no person nigh me, have even 
kneeled down, or stood, and begged of God 
to give me to escape the one, and bring me 
to the other. I can now remember the times 
and places, more especially one time, when 
I was induced to utter, with great earnest- 
ness and with tears, those words of Jacob 
which I had read often, ‘if the Lord will 
keep me in the way I should go,’ &c. But 
I did not know then that my inward parts 
were very wickedness. I knew not that I 
was an unbeliever, and a stranger to God 
and myself. About the 16th year of my age, 
or the beginning of the 17th, it pleased 


God, by means of conversation with a cous- 
in of mine, to convince me that I was not 
in his favor, since I did not know that my 
sins were pardoned. By continuing to hear 
the Methodists with whomI was united, I 
was more and more made sensible of my 
alienation from Gop, and was in great dis- 
tress almost continually, for about ten 
months, till the Lorp gave me to believe on 
his Son, and shed abroad his love in my 
heart. 


“‘T may observe, I was not without some 
gracious drawings from Gop, and transient 
taste of his goodness, at times, during that 
distress ; but for about seven or eight weeks 
before it was given me to believe, 1 was 
most distressed, and tempted to think I 
should never taste of his  -ardoning love. 
The Devil thrust sore at me, and I was in 
horrid darkness and agony; when I kneeled 
down to pray I could not pray ;_ it seemed 
as though the heavens were brass, and not 
to be pierced. My tears I saw availed no- 
thing. I was sorely impatient, and ready to 
give up all for lost. But, glory be to Gop, 
he turned my heaviness into joy, and made 
light to spring up in my soul.” 


Soon after Mr Benson had received a 
clear manifestation of the pardoning love 
of Gop, he went to Newcastle-upon- Tyne, 
and after remaining there seven or eight 
weeks, by the advice of Mr ‘Estey he 
went to London, and remained there about 
four weeks, enjoying with gratitude to Gop 
the privileges of his people. On March the 
11th, 1766, he went to Kingswood School, 
as the Classical Master of that Institution. 


In his Diary, written Nov. 27, 1769, he 
remarks,—*‘ I have this last year in general 
had the desire ot my heart turned to God, 
and have frequently been led to pray much 
and fervently that God would make me ho- 
ly and usefu/ in the world, and dispose ot 
me in life, as will be most for his glory and 
my good. The first thing that Providence 
seemed to point out to me was, the Lady 
‘{untingdon’s College at Trevecca. They 
wanted atutor forthe languages, and for 
the arts and sciences. However, the time 
was not come for my leaving Kingwood. [I 
afterwards thought it well for me to enter 
myself as a member of the University of 
Oxford. I have lately seen my way more 
plain to leave Kingswood, and concluded on 
going to [revecca, I pray Gop to direct 
my way, and make me useful in every sta- 
tion to which his providence calls me.” 

After remaining for some time at [re- 
vecca, as tutor to those students who were 
training up for the work of the ministry, in 
connection with Lady Huntingdon, he went 
to Oxford, with an intention of being or 
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dained for the Established Church; but 
that intertion he afterwards relinquished, 
and in the year 1771, he entirely devoted 
himse!t tothe work of the ministry, as a 
"Travelling P:eacher in connection with Mr 
WESLFY, and was appointed to the London 
Circuit, where he remained one year. In 
1772, he was appointed for Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne; 1773, for Edinburgh ; 1774, Ditto ; 
1775, for Newcastle-upon- Tyne; 1776, 
Ditto; 1777, for Bradford, in Yorkshire; 
1778, tor Manchester ; 1779, Ditto; 1780, 
for Leeds; 1781, Ditto; 1782, for Brad- 
tord; 1788, Ditto; 1784, for Sheffield ; 
1785, Ditto; 1786, for Hull ; 1787, Ditto; 
1788, Ditto; 1789, for Birmingham ; 1790, 
Ditto; 1791, for Manchester ; 1792, Ditto; 
1793, Ditto; 1794, for Bristol; 1795, for 
Leeds ; 1796, Ditto ; 1797, for Hull; 1798, 
Dittc; 1799, Ditto; and in 1800 he was 
again appointed for London, where he re- 
mained thrve years in the regular work ota 
Ty. velling Preacher. In the year 1803 he 
Was uppointed Editor of the ethodist Ma- 
gazine, in which important office he con 
tinued tothe time of his death. He was 
twice chosen President of the Methodist 
Conference; the first time at Bristol, in 
the yeur 1798 ; and the second time in Lon- 
don in the year 1810, 

He continued to labor, with unabating 
zeal, in the work of the ministry, till very 
near the clos« «f his life, when weakness of 
bod. prevented his going through his usual 
labors. For some months his strength grag 
dually decayed, yet unwilling to relax in his 
labors, he carried his exertions too far. The 
following Extract from the close of his Jour- 
nal, which he regularly kept, from the time 
of his conversion to Goo to that at which 
he preached his last sermon, proves that 
his activity in his Lord’s work was unwea- 
ried, while the least degree of strength re- 
mained. ibe 

“October 29th My place in the Preach- 
ers’ Plan being Hinde-Street, I set out in the 
morning as usual to walk, but the day being 
wet, and having an umbrella to carry and 
hold up all the way, when I hac got a little 
way into Oxford Street, I began to find a 
great weakness in my legs; and after 1 had 
gone a little farther, I was obliged to take 
hold, almost continually, on the rails before 
the houses in the streets, to prevent myself 
from falling. Before I had got to the Chap 
el, some persons observed and came to my 
aid; and one of our friends lending me his 
arm, with his help I got to the Chapel. 
One of the Missionaries read the Prayers, 
and I rested in the vestry till it was time to 
g0 into the pulpit, when] found my strength 
yecruited, and was able to preach, with li- 
berty and comfort, from Rom. x. 4. The 
friend, Mr Horne, with whom I dined, kind- 
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ly sent me home in acoach.—Nov.5, Having 
no place in the Plan, and finding myseif ra- 
ther better, I walked this morning to Gains- 
ford-Street, Tooley-Street, and preached, 
though much troubled with my cough, and 
atter dining with a friend there, spent the 
evening in reading and prayer in private— 
Nov. 26th. J did not find my self well enough 
to preach either of the last Sundays, but 
this morning I ventured to walk to Wal- 
worth, and as a person read the Prayers for 
me, I was able to preach without ditliculty, 
yea with comfort and enlargement, from 
Phillippians i. 11, After dining and taking 
tea with some kind friends at Camberwell, 
Iheard Mr Rattenbury in the evening at 
Walworth, and then returned home chiefly 
by the coach.” 


This was the last time our dear: friend 
was able to preach ; his strength gradually 
failed ; and though he occasionally walked 
for a few minutes in the open air, he was 
nearly confined to his house by extreme 
weakuess, till called ta his eternal home a- 
bove. 

It appears that our venerable friend and 
father was not without some anticipation of 
his abproaching dissolution. He would say, 
“1 shall not be long here,” adding, ‘* Row 
many have I known that are gone into eter- 
nity! many more than I know now upon 
earth.” 

‘Though sensible of great weakness, and 
often suffering much pain, h:s mind wascon- 
stantly serene, and his spirit patient and 
submissive. Steadfast in his principles, and 
conscious of the solidity of the foundation 
on which his hope was built, he never ex- 
pressed a fear respecting his eternal happi- 
ness. In the course of prayer with his fami- 
Jy he would often enlarge in fervent sup- 
plication, that he might have fortitude and 
resignation to encounter his increasing afflic- 
tions, and that he might be permitted to 
employ to good purpose the remaining time 
and talents allotted to him. 


Tuesday, Jan. 9. In conversation with Dr 
Hamilton, speaking on the excellency of St. 
Paul’s character, he said, * ] never reflect 
upon his faith—his zeal—his patience—his 
self-denial,—his labors and sufferings, but I 
think I have scarcely begun to be a Chris- 
tian.” 

During his affliction, his conversation was 
truly spiritual. On Saturday, January 27th, 
in conversation with Mr Marspen, he re- 
marked, that it required great grace to be 
‘laid aside as a broken pitcher; and then 
added that he saw the only foundation on 
which he could rest was, ‘ By grace are 
ye saved, through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God.” He said 
that he had been accustomed to examine 
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himself daily, daily, every day, (repeating 
the word,) as to his motives, conduct, and 
the employment of his time; and he could 
say, that he had endeavored to do the will 
of God; and that he had never sought mo- 
nev, or honor, or power, 

Sunday, Jan. 28. He made as great an ef- 
fort as his weakness would allow to con- 
verse with his friends Mr and Mrs Butmer, 
who called to see him, and spoke very feel- 
ingly of the rapidity with which his strength 
had declined. It being observed to him that 
it was cause for thankfulness, that when he 
enjoved his strength he had emploved it to 
good purpose, he said, “It was indeed a 
ground of zreat satisfaction to him that he 
had uniformly endeavored to promote the 
glorv of God, and the good of souls; and, 
though it was not the ground of his confi- 
dence, ** for,” said he, ‘*by grace we are 
saved,” vet he felt comfort from the con- 
sciousness ‘hat from the commencement of 
his ministry, although sensible of many in- 
firmities and imperfections, he had never 
been influenced by any sinister or private 
motive; had it been otherwise he should 
have felt very uneasy now. He expressed 
his solicitude for the prosperity of the work 
of God in the Methodist Connexion, and 
said he thoucht there was danger chiefly 
from three sources, the love of riches, the 
love of Honor, and the love of fower. He 
hoped the preachers would be very tender of 
the cause of God, and that they would seek 
nothing but the good of souls. 


Wednesday, Jan. 31. It having been men- 
tioned to him that he had been the means of 
bringing multitudes to the knowledge of the 
truth in Jesus Christ, he discovered a sense 
of pain that any praise should be attributed 
to him, and said, “It is not I. We must 
take care that we do not attribute any thing 
to ourselves ;” adding that it was of God’s 
mercy only that he was saved. 


Wednesday, Feb.7. This morning early 
when attempting to get up he had a fall, by 
which he hurt his head. From this time he 
became visibly weaker every day, but ap- 
peared not to suffer violent pain. The next 
day being asked by Mr Hastopr whether 
he felt any pain, he said he thanked God 
he had “ no pain either in body or mind.” 


Friday, Feb. 9. He was much worse, so 
as to make it impossible he should be got 
down stairs again. On this day he said, 
« Godis our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in the time of trouble. We may 
assure ourselves that God does all things 
well. Iam daily and hourly conscious of my 
own weakness. It is our duty to acquiesce 
in the will of God by patience and resigna- 
tion. We ar2 called not only to do, but to 
suffer the will of God.” - 


February 10. Mr Atmore called to see 
him, and noticing his weakness, said, * Sir, 
we are poor creatures, when God lays his 
hand upon us.” He said, “ Yes, when he 
toucheth us, he maketh us to consume a- 
way, like as a moth fretteth a garment.” 
On his faithfulness being mentioned he re- 
pliec, “ As to my being faithful I leave that 
to God, he will be my judge; he knows I 
have aimed at being faithful, and have 
served him in the integrity of my heart.” 
Soon after he said, “I am saved by grace 
alone through faith;” and on Mr Atmorg’s 
remarking there is no other foundation than 
that which is laidin Zion, Mr Benson re- 
plied, ** No; there needs no other; that is 
quite sufficient.” 


Having been unable for some time to pray 
with his family in the evening, and one of 
them having per‘ormed this duty for him on 
Monday evening, he added, “ Answer the 
petitions which have now been offered up; 
may we confide in thy wisdom, and expe- 
rience the influence of thy Spirit ; may our 
hope be in thee. Prepare us for whatever 
thou hast prepared for us.”” These were the 
last words of prayer which he audibly ex- 
pressed. 


On Wednesday, 14th, Dr Ciarxe, after 
praying with him, observed, ** You feel the 
power of those great truths which you have 
for so many years declared to us. You have 
not followed a cunningly-devised fable.’’ He 
answered, “No, no; my hope of salvation 
is by grace through faith.” To Mr Buwt- 
ING he said, afterwards, * Iam very weak ; 
I feel my infirmities; I feel that I have no 
sufficiency for any thing that is good in my- 
self.’ He observed, also, “I consider that 
we not only want pardon for our past sins, 
and acceptance with God, but we want a 
full and perfect renewal of our nature ;”’ 
apparently designing to proceed, but found 
himself unable. 


Thursday, 13th, his end appeared to be 
rapidly approaching ; but, about 12 o’clock, 
when, after prayer, Mr Marspew said, 
“ The Lord has long been your refuge, and 
he will ever be with you, and bless you ;” 
he replied, ** J trust he does, and he will ;” 
which he again repeated, “ I trus¢ he does, 
and he will,’ And on the remark being 
made, that he would soon be with his God, 
to behold his glory, and to be a partaker of 
that glory, he said, “ I trust I shail ;” 
which appear to have been nearly the last 
words which were distinctly audible, till on 
Friday evening, February the 16th, at nine 
o’clock, while his mouruing family were a- 
round his bed, he entered the paradise of 
God. 

Grorcre Marspry. 
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A Comfortalle Subsistence. 


«The Gospel Herald,’’ published 
in the City of New York, states that 
—*a dignified Hopkinson Doctor 
of Divinity, with a common sized 
family, resident in this City, declar- 
ed, not long since, to his congrega- 
tion, that he “ could not maintain his 
family with his salary of 2, 500 dol- 
lars per year ;” which, allowing $65 
days to the year, is Seven DOLLARS 
a day, wanting a fraction! His sal- 
ary was accordingly raised to 3, 500 
dollars, and with presents and per- 
quisites, now amounts to 4, 000 dol- 
Jars!!! 

So much for following Him who 
had not where to lay his head—for 
preaching Christ Crucified. Is not 
the Doctor in a fair way to win the 
prize by keeping his body under ? 

« Is this the path of sanctity ? Is this 

To stand a way.mark in the road to bliss ? 
Himselt a wanderer in the narrow way, 
His silly sheep what wonder if they stray ? 


'Thesacred function jn such hands are made, 
Sad sacrilege ! no function, but a trade! 


New Churches in London. 


Eighty-five new churches to contain 
seats for 150,000 persons will be 
built this year, at an expence of one 
million sterling. 


Dread of Slavery. 

A negro woman belonging to Rat- 
cliff Point (in Maryland) being in- 
formed that she had been sold to the 
negro buyers, first cut the throat of 
her child and afterwards her own— 
their bodies were found a few days 
afterwards near home. 
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The Price of a Bible in 1274. 


In the year'1274, the price ot a small Bi- 
ble, neatly written, was 1.350; which sum, 
no doubt, was equal to L. 200 of our money. 
A good Bible may now be had for two or 
three shillings. It is said that the building 
oftwoarches of LondonBridge cost only 1.25; 
which is Z.5 less than a copy of the Bible, 
many years afterwards. Of what incalcula- 
ble value is the art of printing! We have 
the pleasure ot seeing its beneficial effects 




































SLAVERY.-PRICE OF A BIBLE.-A JUDGMENT. 


more widely extended than ever, by Sun- 
day Schools, Bible Societies, and Christian 
Missionaries. 

—— 


Awful Judgment. 

Melancthon records a very dreadful ex- 
ample of God’s righteous judgment upon a 
company of profane wretches, who, in a 
tragedy, intended to represent the Death 
.of Christ upon the Cross. In this blasphe- 
mous exhibition, he that acted the soldier’s 
.part, instead of piercing with his spear a 
bladder full of blood, concealed under the 
garment of the man who personated Christ, 
wounded him to death. The dying man, in 
falling down, killed another, who, in dis- 
guise, acted the part of the woman that 
stood wailing under the Cross. The brother 
of him who was first slain, slew the mur- 
derer who acted the soldier’s part; and, 
for slaying him, he was hanged, by order 
of justice. 

NERO Or 


Westminster Confession of Faith, 


FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 

I find in the Westminster larger cate- 
chism, page 6, the following passage, 
** Goa’s decrees, are the wise, free and holy 
acts of the counsel of his will, whereby from 
all eternity, he hath for his own glory, un- 
changeably foreordained whatsoever comes 
to flass in time, especially concerning Angels 
and men.”—Qn reading which the follow- 

ing questions arose ; and which I submit to 
the consideration of those who have adopt- 
ed the doctrine. 

If God from all eternity, unchangeably 
foreordained whatsoever comes to pass in 
time, esfrecially concerning angels and men, 
then as man’s conduct does come to pass, 
was not all that he says or does, however 
immoral, foreordained? And if so, can he 
act otherwise than he does? Jf he cannot, 
has he any liberty of choice ? And if he be 
allowed no choice, can he incur any guilt, or 
deserve punishment? Indeed if all things 
which come to pass, are unchangeably de- 
creed, and these decrees are, as the cate- 
chism asserts, “ the holy acts of the counsel 
of God’s will,” then must not man’s con- 
duct, whether good or evil, be consistent 
with God’s will? can it then be sinful, or of- 
fensive in his sight? For, does not sin con- 
sist in acting contrary to God’s will? In- 
deed can any man do wrong, or is there any 
such thing as sin, if whatsoever comes to 
pass is by the council of God’s will foreor- 
dained ? 

Again, if whatsoever comes to pass, was 
by God’s will foreordained, must he not 
have willed that Adam should fall from his 
paradisical state, seeing it did come to pass ? 
Uhen was Adam blameable, or can he be 

justly charged with transgressing his Ma- 
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ker’s will? Besides, if whatsoever comes to 
pass,: was thus foreordained, must not 
Adam’s partaking of the forbidden fruit 
have been foreordained ? Then why 
should he have heen forbidden to eat it ? 
Will not this prohibition, if we admit fore- 
ordination, centre in the horrid absurdity, 
that the beneficent Father of man willed 
and decreed that Adam should do one thing, 
and commanded him to do another? De- 
creed that he should disobey the command, 
and vet forbid his doing it. 

In page 10, it is asserted, that “ the provi- 
dences of God toward man in the state in 
which he was created, were entering into a 
covenant of life with him, ufon conditions 
of hersonal, perfect, and perpetual obedi- 
ence.” And iu the same page says, * our 

Jirst frarents being left to the treedom of 
their own will, through the temptation of 
Satan transgressed the command of God, in 
eating the forbidden fruit.” 

Could Adam possess freedom of will, and 
such a covenant of !ife as is here expressed 
be entered into, if, “‘ from all eternity,” con- 
sequently before Adam existed, ** whatso- 
ever comes to fiass was foreordained ? In 
short, could Adam, or can any man possess 
freedom of will, if predestination is a cor- 
rect doctrine ? 

In nage 6 it is said, “God by an eternally 
immutable decree out of his mere love, for the 
frraise of his glorious grace, to be manifested 
in due time, hath elected some angels to glo- 
ry, and in Christ hath chosen some men to 
eternal life, and the means thereof; and al- 
80 according to his sovereign frower, and 
the unsearchable counsel of ‘is own will 
{ whereby he extendeth or withholdeth favor 
as he fileaseth ) hath passed by, and foreor- 
dained the rest to dishonor and wrath, to 
be for their sin inflicted, to the praise of the 
glory of his justice.” 

In what respect this partiality toward the 
sons of Adam, who all stand on equal 
ground as to his transgression,and are equally 
God’s creation, tends to the glory of the jus- 
tice of an all wise, all merciful, and su- 
premely just Creator, is a question I cannot 
solve. Revelation assures us, that God is no 
respecter of pei sons. 

Does not the doctrine of predestination, 
and personal election and reprobation, as 
expressed in the preceding paragraph, lay 
waste the scripture attributes of the justice, 
mercy and truth of the Deity, by represent- 
ing him. cruel, and unjust in condemning, 
and dooming to eternal wrath and misery,a 
large portion of mankind before they exist- 
ed, or had done good or evil ? According to 
our sense of right and wrong, which is God’s 
cift, and consistent with the spirit and letter 
of his laws, it would be unjust to punish a 
man for crimes he never committed, or to 


hang him for a robbery which was perpe- 
trated by one of his remote progenitors. If it 
would be unjust in man, whv ascribe such 
conduct to him who is the perfection of love 
and mercy, and whohas declared, ‘the 
son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the fa- 
ther? Does not predestination render all 
preaching and persuasives to virtue vain, 
and even absurd ; because fruitless to t ose 
devoted to eternal wrath, and needless to 
those elected to salvation? 

Is not this doctrine altogether at variance 
with the abundant scripture invitations to o- 
bedience and faithfulness as conditions of 
Divine acceptance and favor? Can it be 
reconciled with the following few—*T call 
heaven and earth to record against you this 
day, that I have set before vou, life and 
death, blessing and cursing, therefore choose 
life that thou and thy seed may live.”— 
«“ God commmandeth all men every where to 
renent.”—** The Lord is not willing that a- 
ny should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.”’—* If any maa sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; and he is the propitiation fo 
our sins ; and not for ours only, but for the 
sins of the whole world.” And what does 
this apostle mean by *“* the whole world °” 
Himself tells us in the same epistle, “ we 
know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness.” And it was, he 
affirms, for this wicked world of mankind 
that Christ was a propitiation, as well for 
himself as for 211 others. 

«Except ve repent ye shall all likewise 
perish,” is a declaration of Christ. Now, if 
a part of mankind are, by an eternal decree, 
elected to saivation, is it possible these 
should perish? And if all the rest are, by 
a similar decree, “ foreordained to wrath,” 
could these so repent as to save them from 
perishing? If not, then why areeither called 
to repentance, by him who knew perfectly 
the sityation in which men are placed? To 
suppose that he should call men to repent- 
ance, tosave them from perishing when 
repentance was, by an eternal, unchangea- 
vile decree, useless to one part, and impos- 
sible to the other, is, to say the best of it, a 
horrible supposition. 

Do not the multiplied scripture promises 
and threats prove that this life is a state of 
probation—and that salvation, and accept- 
ance with God, are, and ever have been, 
conditional? And do not proposed condi- 
tions, accompanied with an invitation to 
comply, prove an ability to obey or disobey? 
The conditions on which Adam enjoyed 
paradise were, “ Of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil thou shalt not eat.” But he 
disobeyed, and thereby lost his blissful en- 
joyment.—Abraham was commanded to 
offer up his son Isaac, and he obeyed; and 
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in consequence of his obedience, was ad- 
dressed in this consoling language: * Be- 
cause thou hast done this thing, and hast 
not with’ield thy son, in blessing I will biess 
thee.”—God’s language to Cain was: “If 
thou does: well, shalt thou not be accepted 
—if thou doest evil, sin lieth at thy door.” 
To the Israelites it was said: “If ye walk 
in my statutes, and keep my command- 
ments, and do them, theo I will walka 
mong you, and be your God, and ye shall be 
my people.” Indeed, from Genesis to Ma- 
lichi, the language of the Most High is, If 
ye do so and so, I will do so and so to you. 
Christ’s terms of acceptance and salvation 
are equally conditional: “ If thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the commandments”—* If 
ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your heavenly Father torgive your 
trespasses.” It was not receiving, but oc- 
cupying the talents that obtained the an- 
awer of “ well done.” . 


It is very desirable that, uninfluence] by 
preconceived opinions, the simple, naked, 
scriptural truths of religion, and the chris- 
tian system, may be sought after; and no 
articles of faith to be adopted by any, but 
such as are not only supported bv the gene- 
ral tenor of scripture, but which tend to 


promote practical religion—relgion that is: 


not confined tothe closet, or the church, 
but reaches to, and regulates the daily con- 
eluct ; that sweetens the temper, that leads 
to aspire atter holiness of lite, and brings 
into a disposition to love God with all the 
heart, end our neighbors as ourselves. 


Permit me to ask, whether a beliefin the 
foreordination of whatsoever Comes to pass, 
and in unconditional election and reproba- 
tion, has this salutary tendency ? Is it cal- 
culated to stimulate to an olyservance of the 
divine injunctions of “ Abstain from every 
appearance of evil”—* work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling’’-~" watch 
and pray”—* give diligence to nthke your 
calling and election sure.” These injunc- 
tions, and the observance ot them, must 
have been deemed necessary, or inspiration 
would never have dictated them. But of 
what use can they be, if from all eternity, 
the destiny of all men is, by an unalterable 
decree, fixcd ? Is it not the natural tenden- 
cy of this belicfto lead either into presump- 
tion or despair? Presumption, if we sup- 
pose ourselves of the elect; because an 
imaginary self-security is the natural con- 
sequences ef such a: supposition; which, 
however, may prove a deceptive one. On 
the other hand, despair must be the result 
of believing we ave of the reprobate class. 
And what can be the sad effects to such, but 
the plaintive language, ‘* a)l my endeavors 
to do right will be fruitless; my desires to 


serve and please God will be unavailing ; 
my prayers will not be heard !” 
A. B. 


ee TE 
COMPARISON OF BRUTE ANIMALS 
WITH MAN=——A FRAGMENT. 


By the celebrated Granville Sharp. 


A comparison of the gratitude of brute 
animals with that of manki.d in general 
for favors and kindness conferred, affords 
abundant cause of censure to the latier, 
whose general depravity, far exceeding 
that of the brute creation, must be attribu- 
ted to the fatal influence of inimical spirits 
or demons over unguarded men 

When a school-boy, 1 had various ani- 
mals, at different times, under my protec- 
tion, as favorites ; and the affection even of 
the meanest of them, a jackdaw, cannot 
possibly be described in words, so strongly 
was it expressed in the bodily exertions of 
the little animal, when he heard my foot 
upon the steps of the house returning from 
school, that he might hasten to meet me. 

The same kind of gratitude I have often 
experienced in dogs, not my own, in return 
only for a little common civility and gentle- 
ness towards them, which thev never for- 
got. 

But mankind in general, though they are 
rendered responsible, by their knowledge of 
good and evil, for all their actions, words, 
and even thoughts, and ought of course, to 
be aware that all the benefiis they receive, 
are from God—for “in Him we live, and 
move, and have our being,” as St. Paul de- 
clared to the Pagans at Athens, Acts xvii. 
28.—yet multitudes of persons, both high 
and low, seem so little sensible of his con- 
tinual presence, that they treat even his 
name with the most contemptuous disre- 
spect and ingratitude, by repeating it in the 
most idle foolish discourse at almost every 
sentence, though God has declared that he 
will not hold them guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain, By such ingratitude for the 
Divine favors, inconsiderate men degrade 
themselves far below the brute creation, 
even of dogs and jackdaws, which are ne- 
ver ungratetul, 

“ Hear, O heavens! and give ear, O 
earth! for the Lord hath spoken. I-have 
nourished and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against me !”” And then 
immediately after, cur Heavenly Father 
produces the comparison of a contrary prin- 
ciple of gratitude in the brute creation :— 
** The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib: but Isracl doth not know; 
my people do net consider. Ah, sinful na- 
tion, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evil doers, children that are corrupters; 
they have forsaken the Lord!” Isaiah 1, 2 
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ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.—CAMP-MEETING. 14! 


-—4. A similar preference was given to the 
mere animal creation by the Almighty 
Creator, as declared by his prophet Jeremi- 
ah viii. 7:—Yea the stork in the heaven 
knoweth her appointed times, and the tur- 
tle, and the crane, and the swallow, observe 
the time of their coming, but my people 
know not the judgment of the Lord. 


<attnittine 

Administration of Justice in Egypt. 

At four o’clock 1 went to the Bey’s pa- 
Jace. He was sitting on a very high armed 
chair, a fashion not common among Turks; 
though he did not sit like a European, but 
in the Turkish manner, with his legs up. 
Here I had an opportunity of being present 
at atrial upon life or death. The case was 
this: asoldier belonging to the Bey had 
been found dead upon the road, near the 
village of Acmin, with his throat cut, and 
several marks of violence upon his body. 
He was on his return from Mecca, where 
he had been on a pilgrimage. His camel 
was found dead near the door of a peasant, 
it Was supposed that he had a great deal of 
money about him. He was seen in the house 
of the peasant near which the camel was 
found, in company with seven other men, 
among whom was a Bedowen. The soldiers 
of the village, who took the prisoners into 
custody, asserted, that the prisoner had as- 
sisted the Bedowen in making his escape ; 
and the sheik of the same village affirmed 
that one of them said he knew where to find 
him at any time. Several witnesses were 
examined, but no one gave any evidence 
that could bring the facts home to the sup- 
posed culprits. 

One point, however, was very much a- 
gainst one of them, and this was, his coua- 
tenance did not please the bey; for no 
sooner did the bey set his eyes on the poor 
fellow, than he exclaimed, “Oh ho! the 
case is evident! I see plainly who is the 
murderer; look at that man; can there 
be any doubt but it was he who committed 
the crime? So own at once that you did it, 
for derial will be useless: I see it in your 
face! I must confess, I never saw more ap- 
pearance of the assassin in a countenance 
in my life ; but God forbid that our courts 
of justice should adopt such a method of 

»sroceeding, and condemn people merely 

ecause the expression of their features is 
gainst them. Several witnesses came for- 
ward to prove that the peasant, in whose 
house the soldier was, could have had no- 
thing to do with it, as he was not in the 
town atthe time. I have reason to believe, 
that witnesses in that country are rather 
more exact in their depositions than those 
of Europe, for they do not get off so easily 
as in our country. ‘l’o make them impartial, 
they generally get so severe a bastinado on 


the soles of their feet, that all the flesh is 
off to the bones, and they are unable to walk 
for a longtime after. A thousand blows is 
reckoned a moderate number for a witness 
to receive. The business ended this day 
with beating and sending to prison again. I 
heard afterwards, however, that several of 
those supposed to be concerned in the mur- 
der had their heads cut off, but for this I 
have no other authority than my own in- 
terpreter.— Belzoni’s Researches in Egyfit. 
——B ee 


Account of a Camp-meeting. 


CHARLESTOWN, July 12.—A 
letter from a respectable citizen, 
contains the following account of a 
Camp Meeting held in Abbeville 
District. 

METHODIST CAMP MEET. 
ING.—The Meeting was commenc- 
ed on Thursday, the 28th of the 
month, and concluded the Monday 
following.—The consecrated grove 
was admirably calculated for conve- 
nience and accommodation, Four 
springs of excellent water yielded 
refreshment to the pilgrims, and 
two neighberiug creeks afforded the 
means of watering’ their horses. 
One hundred tents were pitched, and 
fifteen hundred persons encamped on 
the ground, as large a number lodg 
ing in the neighborhood, and attend 
ing service.—The congregation in 
the day were large and uncommonly 
attentive ; and they were as orderly 
and decorous, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, as if they had been in 
church. The Methodists regulations 
were observed. At night, the whole 
grove was illuminated by fire-stands, 
and the congregation prayed by can- 
die-light. At day break, on the sound 
of a trumpet, they all joined in fam 
ily devotion. The hours of public 
preaching were 8 and 11 A. M, at $ 
and early candle-light. The prom- 
ise of the Lord to his ministers, * Lo! 
I am with you always, even to the 
end of the world,’ was striking- 
ly fulfiled on this occasion. They 
preached with fervor, and in demon- 
stration of the spirit, many became 
alive to a sense of their sins, and ex- 
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claimed ‘ Wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ?? Under the influence 
of recovering grace, about 70 were 
made to rejoice in the Lord, while 
many retired from the meeting with 
broken and contrite hearts. It was 
a cheering sight to the messengers 
of peace, encouraging them to pro- 
claim, in the mountains and on the 
high way, the redeeming love of our 
Saviour, and to feed the travellers in 
the wilderness with the word of God. 
—i > 2 


Religious and Missionary Intelli- 
gence. 


A few months past it was stated 
in a periodical work, published in 
the city of New York, that in the 
populous County of Devonshire in 
ithe West of England, containing 
four hundred thousand inhabitants, 
not thirty thousand hear any thing 
like the gospel ! That statement must 
be placed to account of sheer ig- 
norance, unless the author under- 
stood nothing to be gospel but Cal- 
vinism. This belief-is not uncommon 
in England, and is part of the creed 
of some in the United States. An 
extract from a letter to a gentleman 
in New York, dated * Bristol (En- 
gland) 1st. May 1821,” not only ex- 
poses the error of the statement al- 
fuded to, but furnishes intelligence 
which must cause the heart of every 
christian reader to rejoice. 

The following is the extract :-— 

*“* We are surprized that the Edi- 
itor of the “ Christian Herald,” 
should endeavor to mislead his rea- 
ders by untrue accounts of the state 
of religion in Devonshire ; aud 1 as- 
sure you when I read your letter to 
some of our Preachers and friends, 
who were assembled in committee to 
make preparations for our Mission- 
ary meeting next month: they ex- 
claimed that the Editor could not 
mean Devonshire in England, but a 
place of the same name in some other 


part of the world ; for we have now 
travelling in that county, ‘I wenty- 
five itinerant Preachers, besides a 
large number of local Preachers, and 
there is not a town of the least im- 
portance in the county which is with- 
out a Methodist Chapei, where the 
true doctrines of the gospel are 
preached. In Plymouth, the Chapels 
are large and the society consist of 
from 1400, to 1500, members, and 
is increasing continu lly. 

«The Herald must have made its 
extracts from some Calvinistic pub- 
lication, and you are perhaps not a- 
ware, that the Calvinists in the 
county affect to believe that the Gos- 
pel is not preached, except by them- 
selves, and as there are not, (happi- 
ly) many of that creed in the coun- 
ty of Devonshire, it is natural for 
them to say, the County is a state 
of Heathenism ! 

** The fact is, the gospel is preache 
ed by the Methodi-ts in every town, 
parish, village aid hamlet in En- 
gland: and itis spreading rapidly 
all over the world, while the calvi- 
nists are just keeping their ground 
[hardly] and are jealous. 

** | would advise you; when you 
read any thing in future to the preju- 
dice of the Methodists, to enquire 
where the writer belongs, :and you 
may easily ascertain what‘degree of 


’ eredit is due. 


**Our Missionary meetings are 
very general at this season of the 
year. the princijal one is held in Lon- 
don this week. Our societies are ma- 
king great exertions in this country 
for the conversion of the Heathen as 
well as for the rising generation at 
home. 

“There have been several revi- 
vals in England since the last Con- 
ference. At New Castle Under- 
Tyne, and Barslem, where Method- 
ism was at its lowest ebb, a change 
has taken place, and 2000 members 
have been added to the society, and 
theinfluence on the inhabitants in gen- 



































































eral is so great, that the publicans 
say, they must shut up their houses. 
Upwards of 700, have been added to 
the society in Liverpool. There have 
been great revivals in Kent, North 
Wales, Yorkshire, and several other 
places, and our Preachers expect 
the numbers throughout the kingdom 
will be greatly increased this year.” 





Extract from the Report of the Me- 
thodist Missionary Suciely jor 1820. 


It is with teeiings vi lively gratitude to 
Almighty God, the fountain of ail goodness, 
that the committee review the proceedings 
of the past year, and report them to the 
Society. 

Since the last Annual Meeting they have 
been very acuvely employed in conuucting 
the affairs of che Missions contided to them; 
—they have had the pleasure to send outa 
considerable number of iMiissionaries, whose 
character and qualifications have afforded 
them the greatest satistacuon, and excited 
the most lively iiopes of their usefulness ;— 
and they have been cheered in their exer- 
tions by the intelligence they have received 
through the year trom the different Mis- 
sions, which has gencrally been of the most 
encouraging description. The success, in- 
deed, has, in some places been more emi- 
nent and marked than in others ; but in the 
least successrul stations there are indications 
of progress, and in some the blessing of tne 
Lord has rested upon the labors otf his ser- 
vants far bevond the experience of the most 
prosperous of former years. 

Betore the substance of this information is 
laid before the Society, the Committee beg 
leave to state, that, since the last Anniver- 
sary, they have sent out the foilowing Mis- 
Sicnaries to different parts of the world, viz. 
John Hawtry, to Paris. 

Titus Close, to Madras. 
William Shaw and Stephen Kay, to South 

Africa. 

Benjamin Carvosso and Ralph Mansfieid, to 

New South Wales. 

Elliot Jones and William Woodis Harvey, 
to Cafie Henry, Hayti. 
Samuel Brown, and Charles Jamon, to St. 

Christofihers, West Indies. 

William Larcom, to Zobago, 

Thomas Truscott, to /orfola. 

James Cheeswright, to Grenada. 

‘Thomas H, Hyde, to Vevis. 

Joseph Parkin, to Antigua. 

John Nelson, to Barbadoes. 

William Wilson, to Vewfoundland :— 

in all seventeen: one to Jndia, two to Vew 
South Wales, twoto Havti, erght tothe Bri- 
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tish West Indies, one to Newfound!and, and 
one to France ; eleven of Whom were Mar- 
ried, and six single. The number of Mis- 
sionaries actually employed, is about 140.(1) 
But, besides the Missionaries recently 
seit out, and those on the eve of departure, 
the demands of old stations where the work 
is enlarging, and has become too extensive 
for the present number of laborers to per- 
torm; and the’ supply necessary for new 
stations where there is the greatest need for 
evangelical cultivation, and where hopetul 
opportunities to commence it present them- 
‘selves, leave the Society stall in arrears to 
the calls of perishing men, and to providen- 
tial indications, by a very considerable num- 
ber of Missionarics. ‘These are circumstan= 
cs which the Committee would affection- 
ately commend to the solemn consideration 
of the Society ; to its most active members 
in all parts of the kingdom; and to the 
friends of religion in general. Scenes of ho- 
ly exertion are opening to the church of 
Christ on every side ; and the same reasons 
and motives which have already urged us 
to incipient operations for the moral reco- 
very of the world remain in unabated force, 
and call for their continuance and enlarge- 
ment. The various stations in the Pagan 
world which now present themselvvs to the 
notice of Missionary Societies ; ** the regions 
beyond” those where, through their care, 
Christ is now, though but lately ** named,”’ 
are not less sterile of good, and prolitic of 
evil, than the places already taken into cul- 
tivation. In none of them does vice appear 
in forms less malignant ; the darkness 1s as 
intense and bewildering as that which begins 
to roll itself away betore the light of the 
Missions which have been recently estab- 
lished ; the case of their inhabitants is help- 
less and pitiable as that of the people who 
have already been both pitied and aided by 





(1) Since this Report was read to the So- 
ciety at its Annual Meeting in May iast, the 
following Missionaries have been sent out : 

James Mowat, Mrs Mowat, and Elijah 
Hoole, accompanied by Adam Munhi Ra~ 
thana, and Alexander Dherma Rhama, to 
India ; John Oliver, to Newfoundland ; 
William Temple and Mrs Temple, to /Vo- 
va Scotia ; John Huddlestone, Mrs Huddle- 
stone, and George Lane, to Sierra Leone ; 
Peter Duncan, William Young and Mrs 
Young, to Jamaica ; Abiaham Whitehouse 
and Mrs Whitehonse, to datigua ; ‘Thomas 
Morgan, Mrs Morgan, and Jacob Grim- 
shaw, to St. Xit?’s ; John Felves, to Nevis. 
‘The tollowing are about to be sent : William 
Walker, to Vew South Wales ; William 
Threlfall, William Squire, John Crotts, 
John Gick, William Horton, John White, 
William White, John Morgan, Nath. Tur- 
ner; Whose stations are notfinaljy arrange:|, 





143 











a eee 


Fe 


te ae: 


| Ee ET 














144 


the friends of modern Missions; and the 
obligations of Christians to extend the bles- 
sings of their Divine religion as far as their 
power will permit, remain unshaken and 
unchanged. ‘That power, the Commitiee 
are persuaded, is nut exhausted ; and they 
are therefore encouraged to indulge even 
thé full assurance of hope,” that they will 
be enabled, by the accession of new friends, 
and the active prosecution of the plans of 
Auxiliary and Branch Missionary Societies 
throughout the Kingdom, to supply demands 
so pressing, and to extend the visitations of 
ligt and mercy into aew scenes of darkness 
aud misery, so truly necessitous. 

The information which has been received 
as to the state and prospects of our Missions 
in different parts, the committee now beg 
leave to lay before the Society. 

EUROPE. 

GtBRALTAR.—The committee are happy 
to announce the formation ot a Missionary 
Society on this station, under the most pro- 
mising circumstances. Not only have the 
society and congregation raised up there by 
Missionary labor, felt themselves bound to 
extend the benetits received by themselves, 
to others more destitute, ; but numerous re- 
spectable persons of the town aud garrison 
kindly sanctioned the institution, and have 
become liberal subscribers. ‘Lhe pro- 
ceeds of the first half year have been re- 
ceived by the Treasurers, amounting to 
JL, 106. Besides the religious assistance af- 
forded by this Mission to the garrison and 
the inhabitants of Gibraltar, it is likely to 
produce considerable effect by the efforts 
made by our Missionary in distributing the 
Scriptures and useful tracts, in the neigh- 
boring parts of Spain. ‘The following ex- 
tract of a recent ietter from Mr Rees, on 
this subject, shows, that much less difficulty 
exists in introducing the Scriptures and pro- 
perly selected tracts than had been antici- 
pated. To be continued. 


—_+ eo 


Recipe to prevent Infection from the 
Lyphus Fever. 

Dr J.C. Smirx obtained L, 5000 from 
the English Parliament for the following 
simple Recipe :—Six drachms powdered 
saltpetre 5 six drachms oil of vitriol: mix 
them in a tea-cup, by adding one drachm 
of the oil at atime. ‘he cup to be placed, 
during the preparation, on a hot hearth or 
plate of iron, and the mixture to be stirred 
with a tcbacco pipe. The cup to be placed 
n different parts of the sick room. 


RECIPE.—POETRY. 


_ [SELECTED.] 3 

God the only Source of Happiness. 

© wnat a world ot grie: and care i 
Is this beneath the sun ; 


Soon as we breat -e the vical air, 
Our troubles aré begun. 


Afflictions great, and pain severe, 
Meet us upon the road ; 

With ev’ry iresh revolving year 
Our troubies are reucw’d. 


In vain we grasp earth’s gilded toys, 
in quest of lasting peace 5 
Substantal bliss and sod joys, 
Are only fruits oi grace. 


Come then, my soul, to Jesus fly, 
fis arms are open wide ; 

And uwone that on iis grace rely, 
DShail ever. be deny’a. 


W hat though thy sins oppress thee sore, 
And griei and Care assail, 

Jesus is suli of love aud power, 
And mighty to prevail. 

Believe in him—and peace Divine 
lo thee shail then be giv’n; 

His grace o’er all thy powers shall reign, 
Aud make thee meet to: heaveu. 


Thus shait thou pass the waves of life, 
And all its ull o’ercome ; 

Titi Jesus euds the mortal strite, 
And takes his servant houie. 


Then in those glorious realms above, 
thou, O my precious soul, 
Shalt bathe im seas of heavealy love, 
While endless ages roll.* 
—— - .- o— 
Krow thyself, said the Antients, explain it 
who Can: 
The Searcher of hearts knows the secrets” 
of man. 


—— Cf, eb 


Having a smali space to spare, 
we cannot better occupy it, than to 
invite those Who think, to bestow @ 
careiul perusal on ** Lnougnts on 
Fersecution,” commencing on first 
page in this number, and on thoughts 
on the Westuwinster Conyession of 
Faith page 138. 


“ Great numbers o persons, in the professing World, are deceived and destroyed, by 


trusting to seeming and untried grace. 


“ ‘The promises of salvation are made to tried grace, and such only as will endure th¢ 


trial.” 


FLAVEL. 








